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MINUTES OF THE GOVERNING BODY MEETING

Date: 06.11.2020 Venue / Mode: Virtual Mode (Google Meet)
ate: 06.11.

Members Participating online

,
The first -G-m'crnin;{- Body meeting of the college for the year 2020-21 was held on Friday, 6"
November 2020, at 10:00 a.m. through virtual mode using Google Meet. The proceedings were
started with a prayer recited by Rev. Dr. M. Alphonse, S.J., Secretary. Rev.Dr.Danis Ponniah
S.J., Chairman of the Governing Body & Provincial, Jesuit Madurai Province, extended a warm
welcome to all the members of the Governing Body. Rev.Dr.V.Henry Jerome, S.J., Rector, and

Rev.Dr.F.X.Dominic Royce, S.J., Treasurer, could not attend the meeting for various reasons.
1. Academic and Outreach Programmes since April 2020

Rev. Dr. S. Mariadoss, S.J., Principal-in-charge, presented the academic and outreach
programmes carried out from April 2020 to October 2020. He reported that 72 academic
programmes and 67 outreach programmes were organised during the COVID-19 pandemic

period. He further reported that 29 webinars and 16 online guest/endowment lectures were



organized. He presented that STAND (Students Training and Action for Neighbourhood
Development), one of the service organisations of the College, could reach out to 580 deserving

families with food materials for a tune of Rs.4,64,000. The members appreciated the quality

initiatives.

2. Minutes of the previous Governing Body meeting

The Minutes of the previous meeting and Action Taken Report were read out by Mr.S.Benjamin
Franklin, the Dean of Arts. Dr.Ramamurthy, UGC Nominee, suggested that highlights of the
minutes could be presented and that more time had to be allotted for items like ratifications,
resolutions and approvals. Later, the minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed and
passed.

3. Report of the Admission Committee

Dr. S. Paulraj, Associate Professor and Admission Officer, presented the report on the admission
process for the year 2020-21. He presented the minutes of several admission committee meetings
that took place during 20" July to 23" October 2020. He said that 11,964 applications were
received this year. It was reported that due to Covid-19, the entire admission process was carried
out online. And, due to heavy demand for VISCOM, a special process of interviewing candidates
online was conducted by the HOD. Rev. Fr. Principal i/c said that the college attracted an
addition of about 3000 applicants when compared to the overall applicants last year. He also
informed the members that a Transgender has been admitted in the college. The members
acknowledged such human gesture shown towards a transgender. Dr.V.S.Jospeh Albert, Deputy
Principal, said that the college has followed the guidelines of the Government and the Jesuit

policy of inclusiveness.
4. Minutes of the special Academic Council meeting

The minutes of the special academic council meeting was presented by Dr.S.P. Victor, Dean of
Science. Dr. Ramamurthy Naidu clarified that the objective of an Academic Council meeting
was to revisit the courses that were being offered, and to introduce new courses in the curricula.
Fr. Principal in-charge replied that it was a special academic council meeting convened with a

single point agenda regarding the conduction of semester examination online.
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5. Minutes-nf the Planning and Evaluation Committee Meeting

ing and Evaluation Committee meeting was read out by Rev.Dr.

The minutes of the Plann
and from shift two

Vice Principal. Fr. Principal /¢ shared that there existed a huge dem

Algnacy,
n-availability of funds

students for a separate NCC wing. But, he raised his concern over the no:
for such initiative. Fr. Secretary clarified that in LICET, there is an NCC wing operating with no

grant-in-aid. The Deputy Principal said that NCC should be offered to Shift I students because it

would help them get the “C” certificate which is necessary for employment opportunities in
several fields. Fr. Provincial said it is the need of the students and, therefore, the possibilities of
starting a separate NCC wing should be explored. It was resolved that the NCC Officer of the
college should be instructed to explore the possibilities of starting a separate NCC wing for the
students of Shift IL.

6. Minutes of the Academic Council Meeting (21* Oct. 2020)

Dr. V.S. Joseph Albert, Deputy Principal, presented the minutes of the Academic Council
meeting held on 21% October 2020. He informed that BMS (Bachelor in Maritime Logistics),
which got approval of the Governing Body on 6™ March 2020, could not be introduced in June

2020 due to Covid-19 pandemic situation. It was resolved to introduce BMS in June 2021.

7. Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting

The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 28" October 2020 was presented by
Dr.M.Baby Mariyatra, Dean of Research and UGC Affaires. The minutes were approved. Fr.
Principal ifc informed that the UGC had sent a message that Autonomy Grant could not be

released in this academic year due to paucity of funds.
8. Report of the IQAC 2020-21

Dr. A. Lourdusamy. IQAC Coordinator, presented the IQAC report. He informed the members
that the college has got a prestigious recognition as Scientific Industrial Research Organisation
(SIRO) by DSIR (Department of Scientific Industrial Research). Dr. Naidu congratulated the

college on having got such accomplishment.
9. Secretary’s Report

Rev. Dr. Alphonse Manickam, S.J., Secretary, presented the Secretary’s report. His presentation

included the appointments of new Officials, Head and Coordinators, and the appointments of



- new faculty members. He also presented the new appointments of non-

stream. He focused on the new initiatives such as conversion of women €
n into new class rooms to accommodate two newly added sections of Commerce and

teaching staff under aided
mpowerment centre,
old cantee! :
English, and classes of I1 B.Sc. Physics and 11 BCA. He informed the members about the laying

of new roads, garden and installation of 5 hand sanitizer vending machines in all offices and the

library.
10, Report of the Semester Results: April 2020

The report of the semester results April 2020 was presented by Dr.L.Louis Jesudass, Controller
of Examinations. He presented that 3572 students appeared in the semester exam while the
passed out students were 3558 with a pass rate of 99.61 per cent. He also said that the pass
percentages between male and female students were 99.55 per cent and 99.67 per cent
respectively. The UGC representative appreciated the Controller of Exams and the College for

producing such a good results and registering better student progression.
11. Any Other Matter

Under any other matters, Fr. Principal in-charge shared that St.Xavier’s College has become a
member of National Rural Entrepreneurship Mission. “Our college is one among the 162
selected colleges in India. He further said that with this initiative, the college will be able to
inculcate entrepreneurship among the target groups in the STAND adopted villages. As the
second point under any other matter, Fr. Principal in-charge made a proposal for initiating
‘Breakfast Scheme for Day Scholars’. Fr. Provincial appreciated and encouraged the promotion
of the Breakfast Scheme. It was decided to initiate ‘Breakfast Scheme for Day Scholars of shift

I’ at the start of the next academic year 2021-22.

Fr. Provincial appreciated members of the Governing Body for their active participation and

meaningful suggestions during the meeting.

Fr. Principal in-charge acknowledged the support and encouragement provided by Fr.Provincial
towards the growth and development of the college. He thanked every member for active

participation and support towards the quality enhancement of the college.

The meeting came to an end at 1.15 p.m.
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Date: 24.03.2021 Venue: Conference Hall Time: 10:30 am

The Governing Body meeting of the college was held on Wednesday, 24 March

2021, at 10:30 am. in the Conference Hall. Rev. Dr. Alphonse Manickam, S.J., Secretary,

Rev. Dr. Danis Ponniah S.J., Chairman & Provincial,

UGC nominee, Dr.S.P.Victor, Dean of

evoked God’s presence through prayer.
Jesuit Madurai Province, Prof. K. Ramamurthy Naidu,
Science, and Rev. Dr. A. Ignacy, 8.J., Vice Principal, could n
of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman Rev. Dr. V. Henry Jerome, S.1.,

ot attend the meeting for various

reasons. In the absence
chaired the Governing Body meeting.

Rev. Dr. V. Henry Jerome, S.J., Vige-Chairman of '.h.. Governing Body & Rector,
gave an introductory note, appreciating the college for initiating quality programmes online
in spite of the difficulties due to the Covid situation. Then he asked Rev. Dr. S. Mariadoss
S.J.. Principal i/c, to welcome the participants. When Rev. Dr. S. Mariadoss S.J., began his
Welcome Address, Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj, University Nominee, expressed his dissent over
the composition of the College Governing Body. Referring to the guidelines of the
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University on the constitution of a college governing body, he
asked the Vice-Chairman the justification for the inclusion of Special Invitees in the
Governing Body of St. Xavier's College. The Vice-Chairman asked the Principal i/c to
respond. Rev. Dr. 8. Mariadoss. S.J., Principal i/c, replied that the presence of the Special
Invitees—Rev. Dr. S. Arul Ravi 8.J, Vice-Principal. Dr. L. Lows Jesudass, Controller of
Examinations. Mr. S. Benjamin Franklin, Dean of Arts, Dr. M. Baby Mariyatra, Dean of
UGC Affairs & Rescarch, and Dr. A. Lourdusamy, 1QAC Coordinator—was necessary o
discuss the quality initiatives pertaining to the governance of the college and that those
Special Invitees had contributed to the growth of the college to a great extent, especially in
getting 3.66 CGPA in NAAC Accreditation in September 2019, He further said that the
Special Inviteess would not vote if there was any voting on a particular issue,
Rev.Dr.D.Thomas Alexander S.J., Province Coordinator for Higher Education, added that the
Special Invitees were dedicated academicians who had contributed (o the academic
excellence of the college and that they should be allowed to attend the meeting. But Dr. S.
Samuel Asir Raj, University nominee, insisted that the Special Invitees should not attend the

meeting. Rev. Dr. Alphonse Manickam, 5.), Secretary, said that as per the UGC guidelines,
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the three members of the Academic Council nominated by the university must be not less
than the rank of a professor but the University had sent Associate Professors as nominees,
and the college accepted the nominees of the university. He also asked why Dr. S. Samuel
Asir Raj was insisting on sending the Special Invitees out. Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj replied that
the college may ask clarification from the university regarding the appointment of Associate
Professors as nominees for Academic Council. The other members said that the dissent of

Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj could be registered and that the meeting should continue.

Once again, the Vice-Chairman invited the Principal i/c to welcome the members of
the Governing Body. Then the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 6" November 2020
and the Action Taken Report were read out by Dr.V.S.Joseph Albert, Deputy Principal.
Fr. Principal i/c added that the college was discussing with the NCC Officers and that if “C”
certificate could be awarded to Shift IT students. the possibility would be explored. Then the

minutes were confirmed.

When the Vice-Chairman Rev.Dr.V.Henry Jerome, S.J. asked Mr. S. Benjamin
Franklin, Dean of Arts, to present the minutes of the previous Academic Council meeting
held on 24" February 2021, Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj, University Nominee, without getting
permission from the Vice-Chairman, said directly to Mr. S. Benjamin Franklin: “We cannot
accept you speaking here”. Dr. G. Ezhilan, Regional Joint Director of Collegiate Education &
State Government Nominee, said that the decision of allowing the Special Invitees to attend
the meeting should be left to the discretion of the Vice-Chairman. But the University
Nominee was not convinced and he insisted that Principal i/c should present the minutes.
Dr.S.Arul Raj, Associate Professor & Head, Dept. of Mathematics. suggested that the agenda
of the meeting should be followed and let the proceedings move on. Then the Vice-Chairman
said that the dissent of the University Nominee would be registered and that the meeting
should continue with the Special Invitees for the benefit of students, The minutes of the

previous Academic Council meeting were presented by Mr.S.Benjamin Franklin, Dean of
Arts. Then Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj said that the Academic Council minutes should not be
approved because the three University Nominees for Academic Council had not signed the
minutes. Fr. Principal i/c said that once the minutes were approved by the Governing Body, it
would be shared to the university nominees of the Academic Council. Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj

asked why there was an adhoc chairman appointed in the Board of Studies of Economics. The

Province Higher Education Coordinator replied that the same question was raised in the

e
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Academic Council and it was replied by the Chairman of the Academic Cr‘mncil in the
meeting held on 24" February 2021. Dr. V. S. Joseph Albert said that the revised syllabus
for all UG and PG programmes was (o be introduced in June 2021 and that the refusal to
approve the Academic Council minutes would go against the welfare of the slud.c'nts. He
said that the Academic Council minutes should be sent to the three University Nominees as
carly as possible and if there was any correction, it could be ratified in the next Governing
Body meeting. Dr. S. Samuel Asir said that Dr. V. S. Joseph Albert should not speak
because he was a Special Invitee. Fr. Principal i/c replied that Dr. V. S. Joseph Albert was
not a Special Invitee and added that he was one of the five members representing the

Management.

Dr. V. S. Joseph Albert read out the UGC guidelines for the Autonomous Colleges,
notified in the Gazette of India on February 12, 2018. Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj said that
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University neither approved nor ratified those UGC guidelines
notified in the Gazette of India. The Vice-Chairman said that the college would seek
clarification from the UGC. Then the minutes of the Academic Council were approved

after registering the dissent expressed by Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj.

Dr. M. Baby Mariyatra, Dean of Research & UGC Affairs, was asked by the
Chairperson to present the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 10" March
2021. The University Nominee expressed his dissent to the presentation by Dr. M. Baby
Mariyatra. It was registered and then Dr. M. Baby Mariyatra read out the minutes of the

Finance Committee meeting. The minutes were confirmed by the members of the Body.

After registering the dissent expressed by Dr.S.Samuel Asir Raj, Dr.A. Lourdusamy,
IQAC Coordinator, presented the IQAC report, highlighting the quality events
implemented during 2020—2021. He informed the members that the [IQAC submitted data
to NIRF in January 2021. He said that IQAC facilitated various departments of the college
1o conduct 86 online webinars. The members appreciated such academic initiatives. The
University Nominee suggested that fund could be availed from NHRC for conducting

webinars and similar programmes on human rights.

After registering the dissent expressed by Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj, the semester

results November 2020 were presented by Dr. L. Louis Jesudass, Controller of

Examinations. He said that Odd Semester examinations of November 2020 were conducted

online in two phases; the first phase for Il UG, III UG and Il PG students from 02-12-2020
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3 ,; 10-12-2020 and the second phase for I UG and I PG students from 14-12-2020 to 21-12-
hile 3705 passed with an overall pass

2020. 3906 students appeared for the exam W
percentage of 94.85. The pass percentages record
94.57 and 98.46 respectively. The members of th

efforts taken by the Controller and his team and confirme:
| i’/c informed that the endowment lecture

ot been conducted by the Department of

d whether that endowment could be

ed in UG courses and PG courses were
¢ Governing Body acknowledged the

d the report.

Under any other matter. Fr. Principa
created in the name of Dr. L. Lowis Jesudass had n
r the past three years and therefore he aske

Botany fo!
nefit of the students. It was accepted by

converted into endowment scholarship for the be

d it was decided to convert Dr. L. Louis Jesudass Endowment Lecture as

the members an
Dr.L.Louis Jesudass Endowment Scholarship.

Dr. S. Paul Raj, Associate Professor of Physics, requested the Vice-Chairman of the
meeting to look into the situation prevailing between a group of aided Staff Members and

the College Management. The University Nominee also was raising his concern over that

issue. The Vice-Chairman replied that the College Management would take appropriate
steps for the progress of the institution

Dr G Ezhilan. Regional Joint Director of Collegiate Education & State
Government Nominee, said that the minutes presented showed that the Officials, Teachers
and Non- Teaching StafT had taken good initiatives for promoting the academic excellence

of the college.

Then the Principal i/c proposed a vote of thanks. While thanking all the present
members profusely for participation, he acknowledged the contribution of former members
of the Governing Body, Dr. Latha Poornam, (Former Regional Director of Collegiate
Education, Tirunelveli), and Dr. Ganeshram, (Principal, SRNM College, Sattur &

University Nominee), to the growth of the college.

Thgrmeeting came to an end at 12:15 p.m.

Rev, i 5
| :_arladnss S.J. Rev. 01':2' Henry Jerome, S.J.
- i
e - Chairpers
ST. XAVIER'S COLLEGE - Chairman t e
gl Xavier's College -"
PALAYAMKOTTAI 627 002
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Minutes of Governing Body meeting - 24th March 2021

ancil St. Xaviers College: palayamkottai <sxcdeansoffice@gmail.com>

Mon, Mar 29, 2021 at 11:26 PM

S. Samuel Asir Raj <asirajs@gmail.com> _ N
To: "Deans office, St. xavier's College, TN" dsxcdeansofﬁce@gmalljcom
e Governing Body Meeting held on 24 March 2021. 1

Dear Dr. M. Baby Mariyalra :
| have attached the comments to be incorporated in the Minutes of th

thank you for your patience.

Regards
S, Samuel Asir Raj.Ph.D.

Professor and Head
Department of Sociology

Director
Centre for Diaspora Studies

Director ifc
Centre for Study of Secial Exclusion & Inclusive P

Manonmaniam Sundaranar University
Tirunelveli

olicies (CSSE &IP)

Ph: 094423 03269

[Quoted text hidden]

@) Corrections to be Carried Out in the Minutes of the Governing Body Meeting held on 24.docx

15K



Corrections to be Carried Out in the Minutes of the Governing Body Meeting

held on 24.03.2021 at St. Xavier's (Autonomous) College

Dear Dr. M. Baby Mariyatra, I apologise for not sending the my comments regarding the

Minutes much earlier in the day. But I request that the following changes printed in italics, may

be carried out in the Minutes of the Governing Body.

In Paragraph 1:

“In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman Rev. Dr. V. Henry Jerome, S.J., chaired

the Governing Body meeting as acting Chairperson.”

In Paragraph 2:

“When Rev. Dr. S. Mariadoss S.J., began his Welcome Address, Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj,
University Nominee, wanted to know the members of the Governing Body in accordance to

MSU Act 1990 & Statutes and expressed his dissent over the presence of seven Special Invitees

in the College Governing Body and in addition to the three members nominated by the Trust i
Management there were three other members, namely: The Treasurer Rev. Dr. F. X. Dominic
Royce S.J., the Deputy Principal V.S. Joseph Albert and the Province Coordinator for Higher
Education, Rev. Dr. D. Thomas Alexander S.J.. The Ex- Officio Member Secretary who was the
Principal in charge replied that according to the UGC Regulations of 2018, five members could be
nominated by the Trust / Management to the Governing Council. Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj replied that
the UGC Regulations, 2018 were approved by the Government of Tamil Nadu only in January
2021 and since the Model Code of Conduct was in vogue due to the Elections, The MSU
Syndicate c.oufd not meet to approve the UGC Regulations of 2018. Hence Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj
specified that only the MSU Act 1990 and Statutes were the only legal document that detailed
the Membership of the Governing Council of an Autonomous College which was to be followed.

In Paragraph 4
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Dr. G. Ezhilan, Regional Joint Director of Collegiate Education & State Gove

Nominee, said that the decision of allowing the Special Invitees to attend the meeting

should be left to the discretion of the Vice-Chairman. But the University Nominee was not

convinced and he insisted that Principal i/c should present the minutes. It was Very ¢ lear that Dr.

G. Ezhilan only spoke about attending of the General Body Meeting by the Special Invitees and

not regarding presentation of minutes by a Special Invitee which is violation of norms

Manonmaniam Sundaranar University Act 1990 & Statutes. So, Dr. S. samuel Asir Raj insisted

that the minutes of the various Minutes can be presented only by the Ex-Officio Member

Secretary who is the Principal of the College and not by any Special Invitee.
Dr. S. Samuel Asir Raj asked why there was an Ad hoc chairman appointed in the

Board of Studies of Economics. The Province Higher Education Coordinator replied that 7 N
the same question was raised in the Acaclemig_cp_ungi_l_ggg it was replied by the

Chairman of the Academic Council in the meeting held on 24w February 2021, but no

reasonable explanation was given in the Governing Body Meeting But no satisfactory explain

was given either by the acting Chairperson or the Member Secretary who was the Principal-in-

charge of the College.

Dr. V. S. Joseph Albert said that the revised syllabus for all UG and PG programmes

was to be introduced in June 2021 and that the refusal to approve the Academic

Council minutes would go against the welfare of the students. He said that the

Academic Council minutes should be sent to the three University Nominees as early as
possible and if there was any correction, it could be ratified in the next Governing Body
meeting. But Dr. S. Samuel Asir took the stand that on account of not having obtain signature
of approval for the Academic Council Minutes from the University Nominees and also because
no satisfactory explanation was received regarding the presence of the Ad hoc Chairperson who
presented the Minutes of Board of Studies in Economics, the New Syllabi could only be ratified in

the next General Body Meeting. Dr. S. Samuel Asir said that Dr. V. S. Joseph Albert

should not speak because he
was a Special Invitee. Fr. Principal i/c replied that Dr. V. S. Joseph Albert was not a

Special
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Invitee and added that he was one of the five members representing the Management.

In Paragraph 9:

Under any other matter, Fr. Principal i/c informed that the endowment lecture created
in the name of Dr. L. Louis Jesudass, who had retired, had not been conducted by the
Department of Botany for the past three years and therefore he asked whether that
endowment could be converted into endowment scholarship for the benefit of the
students. It was accepted by the members and it was decided to convert Dr. L. Louis
Jesudass Endowmem Lecture as Dr.L.Louis Jesudass Endowment Scholarship. Dr. S
Samuel Asir Raj wondered whether UGC Regulations permitted a retired person to be
reemployed in the College and requested the Acting Chairperson and the Ex- Officio Member

Secretary to get clarification on the issue at the earliest.
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